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these men were quietly pursuing their inquiries
into natural phenomena, London was suddenly
swept by the worst - as it was happily the last
- outbreak of the plague in its history. Science,
pleasantly preoccupied with such mysteries as the
fixation of mercury, had no thought of applying its
knowledge to the situation, which by the early
autumn was such that as many as seven thousand
persons wrere carried off in a single week. The
system of sanitation, even in the wealthiest parts
of the town, was so primitive as to encourage
rather than allay the infection. At Whitehall, for
example, the kitchens were frequently flooded at
high tide by the Thames, which then served as the
common sewer of London. Between June and
September, while the Court and all who could
afford to follow its example remained in the
country, nearly seventy thousand citizens were
carried out into the fields and huddled together
in common graves, the greatest number of them,
according to Clarendon, being " Women and
Children, and the lowest and poorest Sort of the
People/5 Not until the New Year, however, did
Charles decide to return to Whitehall, where his
presence set an example for others to do likewise^
" all men," it is recorded, *e being ashamed of
their Fears for their own safety when the King
ventured his person."